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The Leading Theaters Present Three Phases
of English Social Life Ranging From the
Smart Set of Old Bath to the Drawing
Room Gatherings of the Present Day

Biosphere in Washington this week
the leading theaters

that deal with the life
ot cousins across the and
you can take your choice between
that which flourished in Bath one
hundred years ago and the kind
that obtains today

To jadd a dash jgf variety of

whose victims are the

dishonest members of ultra fash
ionable sets the merits

plays out of the discussion
o5ejrau adniit that for this week
ajtJssSt Society is the thing

Washingtons Unerring Judgment

Will please come

ington can with unerring judgment
pick the play it wishes to patronize
each week before the curtains go up
on the opening night

If this had happened only three or
four times this season the matter
might be dismissed as a mere co
incidence But it is not a coinci
dence Week after week with clock
like regularity the opening night
finds the theatergoers at some one of
the leading and the

at that house through
out the week while other
are frequently playing to rows of
empty seats And the play selected-
is always the best of the week

Is It that Washingtonians follow
the criticisms in other cities or has
the Capital developed psychic fore
knowledge along the line of theatri
cal productions Criticisms in local

lis critics the theaters expect
the usual patronage New York
sizes up situation and declares
bridge whist is responsible In
Gotham

This theory which at first sounds
Idiotic grows upon one in thinking
the matter over carefully We have
the authority of a wellknown clergy
man that Washington is iplaying

bridge this year than any city
in the United States 8Qya a

of fact the best patrons of the
theater In this city those whose
business is to seek amusement week
after haunted by the
terrible fearof being bored Their
patronage counts more at the box
office than that of the many who at-

tend the theater only three or four
times a season

If therefore the habitual janmse-
mentseekers find lfsjiffi iehtr enter-
tainment at bridge to pass the
afternoons and evenings there is
sure to be a proportional loss to the
theaters Certainly there is some
reason back of the situation in Wash
ington and New Yorks bridgewhist
theory may not be as foolish It
sounds

Our Lightning Playwrights-

If It were not for the fact that we
meaning both critics and public

are the victims of the modern play
wrights methods we might more
thoroughly admire the sublime nerve
of the three or four dramatists who
are grindingout the bulk of our new
plays

As long ago as the middle of the
sixteenth century a courtier of Louis
XV declared that he who undertakes-
to write a good play deliberately

the theatergoers are being treated to
large doses of loosely constructed
plots that are neither new instruc-
tive nor amusing After a few sea-
sons will not the patient public re-

volt and demand something worth-
while It may be possible for some
Heavenborn genius to turn out a
good play in a few weeks but it needs
no ghost to come from the grave to
convince us that the playwrights
whose are being featured this
season are not io be iJ Va parentage

I
A Washington Girls Success

From up in Canada conies of the
notable success of Miss Lucia Nola a
former Washington girl as leading so

prano of the Opera Company
Miss Nola has many friends in this city
who are following with Interest her
career on the operatic stage for which
she deserted the concert stage some
four years ago During her residence
In Washington Miss Nola was a promi
nent member of the Sunday lght lusiCj
Club and and dramatic
societies and was for a tlrrib a member
of the Lafayette Stock Company One
of her first engagements was as leading
soprano with the Way Down Eastcompany with which she toured the
West Later she filled a summer en
gagement with the W S Harklns Opera
Company in leading roles returning to
New York to begin rehearsals with
Loves Lottery in which she made
one of the quartet supporting Mme
Schumann Heink She remained with
Loves Lottery until the end of its

New York engagement leaving It then
to Join the English production of

under tho direction of Henry W
Savage In which she was heard In
Washington last January

Miss Nola is a pupil of Emilio Ballad
and Mme Emma Roderick and was
well known as a concert singer

the South before she came to
Washington She received her dramatic
training under the direction of F F
Mackay of the Mackay Academy of
Dramatic Art and her stage work is
characterized bv the same finished talent
and earnest thoughtful Interpretation
which with

Behind the
new musical comedy in which

Edna May will appear In London next
spring is being written for her by
Capt Basil Hood and Leslie Stewart

William Collier and Francis Wilson
are two prominent comedians who
will be presented in new about
the first of the year Both are using
old successes

Charlotte Walker is playing the princi
pal feminine role in Tho Prince Chap
She replaced Maude White

Forbes Robertson and Charles Froh
man have become involved In a contro

spring At that time he will deliver lec
tures on the drama at various promi
nent colleges

Edna Aug who has won renown In
vaudeville will be the chief support
Peter F Dal ley In The Agent

The Blue Moon will probably be
among the seasons productions of the
Shuberts The piece Is one of the years
successes in London where It has been
running at the Lyric Theater

William Gillette Is a record
engagement In London with a revival
of Sherlock Holmes Gillette will re
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papers cannot affect the firstnight-
ers And come to think of It out
oftown cannot be the ex-
planation either as many or the

this have opened in
Washington while others that have
done poor business have come to us
from towns whose
critics praised the productions In
extravagant terms

Therefore unless som better ex-
planation be forthcoming we are
forced to conclude tfci
ton has a bump of Intuition and an
ability to judge without swing that
Js nothing short jf phenomenal

Gothams BridgeWhist Theory

On the decidedly selfish principle
jth at loves company it i con
sing to observe that Washington is
z t the only city this season that is
falling td support tho thoatens
3i over the country comes the same
iggry and as to the cause
2 one of the topics of the

oSt Louis is quite sure that the
ikStermath of her exposition is ie-
liponsible for the languid interest
Manifested by her citizens toward
mays and players Chicago explains

dull by pointing out the
Industrial activity pf Windy

ity While fatetoflQB are
it sight ana office buildings are pre-

senting a blaze of light throughout
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chooses the most difficult task open
to mankind Eridgntiy Olyde Fitch
George Ade Augustus Thomas and

few others not to mention George
Bernard Shaw do not agree with
this sentiment-

A good play involves all the
of producing a good

several others in addition To
write one a year is qult a task and
one in two years Is enough to
the average brain Yet our upto
date playwrights do not hesitate to
turn out one In six weeks Is It the
pecuniary gain alone that influences
them

Fitch has about eight plays tun
ning every one of which ought to
bring him from 5600 to 800 a wdek
In royalties And still ha writes
George Ade is a close second while
Thomas Is a less flagrant offender

Lope de Vega the old Spaniih
playwright holds the record as a
lightning dramatist He wrote more
than 1700 comedies none of which
has lived Shakespeare wrote
than one play every two years

his connection with the stage
and a number of them were meroly
adaptations And Shakespeare will
live forever

What IB the logical conclusion
Theee few modern play producers-
are presuming on the managers who
seem to be afraid of a play that does
not carry one of their brands and
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splendid so-
prano voice first won her recognition

Amended Verdict

Ope of the most eintlmonially Inter
sting knlcknacks In the New York
home of Miss Maxine Elliott on

Drive takes the shape of a framed
telegram It is dated six or seven sea-
sons ago and Is signed by Nat C Good
win At that time Mr Goodwin had
not yet met the handsome actress who
subsequently becamo his and
when manager wrote to him suggest-
ing her for the position of leading wo
man the star who happened to be In
Pittsburg wired Ail right but Is she
not too tall That Is the dispatch which

Elliott has had framed and hung
so that it must always meet the eyes of
her husband shortly after he crosses
the threshold door It was
in Pittsburg by the way that the cou-
ple were married a year or two after
the flashing of the communication

Mr Goodwin appeared there a
month ago he wired I still
think she is all right but there cannot
be any too much of her

Some of Sweet Kittys Wisdom

When yore to do anything that kills
you Uo it quick and you cant feel it-

o long
Love is an old gamo as old as the

devil God us
Jotia wear more blue There never

was a man who didnt love helpless
washy baby blue Im swathed-

in it only whore they can see it
but where just cant

The Irish could bate the world Iftheyd only laavo oft bating
fool can catch a man but it

takes o r 3vll s to hold onto him
Julie hftw do you up your

hat with
A colonel is drunk Ho only

An
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save
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i overestimates his own capacity
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versy over tho English rights to The
Lion and tlie Mouse Robertson says
the play will be his next production
and Frohman declares it wilt not

Charles VVyndhim and aiary
will not come to America this season
TheIr success In Captain Drew On
Leave Is responsible for the continu-
ance of their London season

J E Dodson William Farnum Maude
Fealy and Sarah Truax are some of the
BOO people who will appear In A Prince
of India when the play s presented In
Chicago early in new year

Spangles or The Wooden Horse
In the of a new musical comedy
which will be given Its first production
soon in Philadelphia Van Rensslear
Wheeler has been engaged for one of
the prominent roles

Clyde Fitch is so interested In The
Toast of the Town In which Viola
Allen is now starring that he went to
Cleveland last week for the express
purpose of personally rehearsing Robert
Dront and Ferdinand Gdttschalk In theroles to which they have been assigned-

It Is said that Chrystal Herne will
play the leading role in The Jury of
Fate which H B Irving Is now pry
sentfng in London Miss Herne last ap-
peared tho 111fnted production of

Mm Warrens
Beerbohm Tree has been unanimously

elected president of the Theatrical Man
agers Association of England a post
which was long hold by Sir Henry Irv-
ing and in which ho was serving at
the Jtime of his death

j Horiry Arthur Jones the English
playwright has sailed for ills home In

j England America so well that
he will return for another visit In the
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turn to America about the first of the
year but his plans on this side of the
water have not yet been announced

Charles Frohman who always keeps
one eye fixed religiously on tho French
stage has acquired the American
rights to The Duel by Henri Lave
dan which is now successfully running-
at the Comedic Francais

Ethel in Sunday Is re-
peating In the West her success made
in Eastern cities and is now turning
hor stops this way Miss Barrymoro
will appear later In tho season in J
M Barrios ploy Alice Sit by the
Fire

Is to have a now
comedy this season It will be

called Princess Beggar and will be
the work of Paulton and Robyns

Channlng Pollock a former Washing
tonian is fast coming to the front
among American playwrights Mr
Pollooks play The Little Grey Lady
was recently successfully produced
and now the announcement is made
that another play The Secret Or-
chard will have Its premiere produc-
tion within a few weeks The Secret
Orchard like nearly all of Mr Pol
locks plays will bo first presented in
Hartford

The heirs of Snm S Shubert who died
as the result of injuries in a railroad
accident a few months ago will sue
the Pennsylvania railroad for 50000 It
Is said the road offered to compromise-
for 25000 and when this was refused
and 50000 demanded agents of the road
are said to have claimed that Shubert
was traveling on in The heirs
answered this by declaring the pass wits
given In return for advertising and the
sUit is likely to come up within a short
time

Barrymore

Paulo lDdwardes mu-
sIcal

joint

t

pass
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Offerings at the Playhouses
Ono of the social as well as one of

the theatrical events of the season Is
scheduled for the National tomorrow
night In the opening of Miss Maxine
Elliotts annual engagement It will be
a social event because Miss Elliott and
Mr DHUngham her manager have
agreed to give Monday nights perform
ance as a benefit for the Mt Vernon
Seminary Association with a view par-
ticularly to helping them in the main
tenance of their free kindergarten work
It will be a theatrical event of course
because there is no one on the Ameri-
can stage today better worth seeing
than Miss Maxine Elliott She comes
directly from a long and successful en-

gagement at the Criterion Theater New
York Her pla Her Great Match
by Clyde Fitch has been an unequivocal
success and Is said to give her one of
the best parts she has over had

The play is a modern comedy in four
acts It opens durln a charity feto at
Medderham Manor in Hertfordshire
England Miss Elliott whose world
famous beauty Is so much In evidence as

plays Jo Sheldon an American
girl traveling with her stepmother
Mrs Sheldon In Europe and at this
time at the Manor-

To assist at the fete Jo dresses as-

a gypsy and essays to tell the fortunes
of those who visit her tent on the Man-
or grounds Horo comes the Crown
Prince of Eastphalla handsome and ot
an honored family whom Jo has mot
once before The young couple It Is
t once evident are deeply in love but
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the prince cannot marry outside of roy-
alty He is chaperoned by a lovable old
aunt the Grand Duchess of
stein who is expected to discourage his
lovemaking but she has been young
herself and in love and sympathizes
with the young people Of course it
ends in a proposal for a morganatio
marriage rather a delicate matter for
an American playwright to tackle but
Mr FItch not only avoids offense but
it is said solves the problem in a thor-
oughly satisfactory manner

The romance is said to be at onca
so witty and so dalnt and so logical-
as to deserve all the success that It
won in New York Of course Miss El-
liott wears stunning gowns The scen-
ery by Gates and Morango is regarded
av one of the features of the production
which has of course been staged un
der the personal direction of Mr Fitcn
himself The supporting company In
cludes Charles Cherry Herbert Stand
tug Loon Quatermain Mathilda Cottrel
Iv Madge Girdlestono Nelly Thome an4
Suzanne Perry

Matinees Thursday Thanksgiving
Day and Saturday

Columbia Raffles
In Rallies the Amateur

plays a return engagement-
at the Columbia nest week Kyrle Bel
hew makes a fascinating study in crimi-
nology and has the support of a com-
pany that is strong zn every particular
Raffles is frankly a detective story
with abundant suspense and surprise
Raffles as portrayed by Mr Bellow Is
a man of the world a sportsman a bit
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